586           Pulteney, Pitt, Walpole, Wilkes.        [Oct. 21.
He was a Whig, who pretended to be honest; and you know it is ridiculous for a Whig to pretend to be honest. He cannot hold it out1.' He called Mr. Pitt a meteor; Sir Robert Walpole a fixed star3. He said, ' It is wonderful to think that all the force of government was required to prevent Wilkes from being chosen the chief magistrate of London3, though the liverymen knew he would rob their shops,—knew he would debauch their daughters'1.' «
! '                                try; he betrayed his friends and adherents; he ruined his character,
>                                  and from a most glorious eminence sunk down to a degree of con-
'•                                  tempt.   The first time Sir Robert (who was now Earl of Orford)
:                                   met him in the House of Lords, he threw out this reproach :—" My
:                                   Lord Bath, you and I arc now two as insignificant men as any in
England."    In which he spoke the truth of my Lord Bath, hut not of
; •                                 himself.    For my Lord Orford was consulted by the ministers to the
'                                 last day of his life.'    King's Anne. p. 43.
:'                                    ' Sec ante, i. 499, and iii. 371.
•'.                                    3 'Sir Robert Walpole detested war.    This made Dr. Johnson say
•\<\                                 of him, "Me was the best minister this country ever had, as, \iwe
would have let him (he speaks of his own violent faction), he would
j'                          i      have kept the country in perpetual peace." '    SevrM&'sJJiografiJu'aiia,
f                                  p. 554.   See attfc, i. 152.
j-.                                 • ," See aiiti:, iii. Appendix C.
I                                     •' I think it incumbent on me to make some observation on this
!                                  strong.satirical sully on my classical companion, Mr. Wilkes.   Report-
. '.                                  ing it lately from memory, in his presence, I expressed it thus:—'They
knew he would rob their shops, if hi: durst; they knew he would dc-
:                                  bauch their daughters, if he could;   which, according to the French
:'                                 phrase, may be said rcncMrir on Dr. Johnson; but on looking into
my Journal, I found it as above, and would by no means make any
',}'                                 addition,   Mr. Wilkes received both readings with a good humour
?•                                 that I cannot enough admire.    Indeed both he and I (as, with respect
,J                                 to myself, the reader has more than once had occasion to observe in
:'                                 the course of this Journal,) arc too fond of a ban mot, not to relish it,
.::;;                                 though we should be ourselves the object of it.
Y:                                    Let me add, in justice to the gentleman here mentioned, that at a
.;.;                                 subsequent period, he was elected  chief magistrate of London [in
;'=                                 1/74], and discharged the duties of that high office with great honour
•'•',                                 to himself, and advantage to the city.    Some years before Dr. Jolin-
{.                                 son died, I was fortunate enough to bring him and Mr. Wilkes to-
• ;                                 gcthcr; the consequence of which was, that they were ever afterwards
|.:                                                                                                                        BOSWELL.